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CAPE is an organization with voluntary membership that has supported and represented the 
professional learning and collaboration interests of primary educators, consultants and 
coordinators from across Ontario for over 30 years.  
  
CAPE currently engages its membership of over 600 interested educators in questions of 
advocacy and professional learning related to the content and conditions of primary education in 
Ontario. 
  
CAPE is directed by an executive steering committee that is informed by ongoing surveys and 
online dialogue. 
  
 
A Continuum-Oriented Perspective 
  
Over the past decade, Ontario’s Early Years and Education sectors have been the catalyst for a 
significant shift in approach to understanding learners. Beginning with the ELECT framework 
(2007) and continuing with a consolidation of the best global research in the four frames of How 
Does Learning Happen (2014) and The Kindergarten Program (2016), we now pay very 
different attention to the life of a child from 0-6 years of age. 
  
Early Learning educators in Ontario now have the professional latitude to gather and analyze a 
wide range of evidence of a child’s thinking and learning over time and to use the insights 
gained to make a child’s thinking and learning visible to the child and the child’s family (The 
Kindergarten Program, 2016). 
  
More importantly, the written record of growth and achievement that is shared with the child, the 
child’s family and future educators, speaks to the unique achievements of the child over time in 
relation to a broad set of interdisciplinary outcomes organized in such a way as to celebrate the 



many facets of the “whole” child (i.e., Belonging and Contributing, Self Regulation and Well 
Being, Demonstrating Literacy and Numeracy Behaviours and Problem Solving and Innovating).  
Learning is recorded through photographs, video clips and written transcripts as a way to 
document significant achievement, growth and continuous improvement in the life of that 
specific child. 
  
Both the written Communication of Learning now used in Kindergarten, and more informal 
assessment conversations are necessarily informed by a reciprocal flow of insights and 
information about the child’s past experiences, current demonstrations and future potential both 
inside and outside school and involving educators, family and caregivers as well as the child. 
 
 
The Four Frames Approach 
  
The four contiguous frames of the early learning experience ranging from ages 0-6 (i.e., 
Belonging and Contributing, Self Regulation and Well Being, Demonstrating Literacy and 
Numeracy Behaviours and Problem Solving and Innovating) are extraordinary in their ability to 
describe our highest hopes for the development and preparation of caring, successful and 
contributing citizens. They represent the best of the French term ‘l’apprentisage’ or what might 
be loosely termed in English as ‘an apprenticeship into the totality of communal living.’ 
  
These four frames constitute, in our view, the promise to children, families and Ontario at large 
that educators will exert maximum effort to enable children to develop into creative, innovative, 
imaginative, critical and compassionate community members who are empowered to remain 
life-long learners.  
  
In a learning journey that is authentically anchored in the firm foundation of the early years and 
propelled by clear and explicit focus on the highest aspirations of education in Ontario, we 
believe that the four frames used in Kindergarten (i.e. Belonging and Contributing, Self 
Regulation and Well Being, Demonstrating Literacy and Numeracy Behaviours and Problem 
Solving and Innovating) provide both the baseline and the brand for educating the “whole 
person” in this emerging social and economic environment. 
  
In the face of uncertainty with respect to the ‘real’ basics or ‘essential’ content components, 
there can be no doubt that an apprenticeship lasting from 0-17 years, and focused on 
developing capacities in the domains of Belonging and Contributing, Self Regulation and Well 
Being, Demonstrating Literacy and Numeracy Behaviours, and Problem Solving and Innovating 
is the ultimate underlying objective for all children. 
  
There is strength and authenticity inherent in the four frames when they act as summative 
categories for describing any well-rounded publically-funded school graduate regardless of their 
stream, specialization or otherwise-understood path to post-secondary life.  In fact, it is 
encouraging to the members of CAPE to see the connections between the four frames used in 
Kindergarten and Ministry policy frameworks recently rolled out with the K-12 tagline.    In our 



opinion, the four new policy frameworks represent next steps in the development of the learning 
experiences described in the four Kindergarten frames and can serve to level up and expand 
upon the current Ontario program from the early years through to the senior division. 
 
  

New Policy / Framework Expands  Upon  

Equity and Inclusion Belonging and Contributing 

Well-Being Self-Regulation and Well-Being 

Global/ Transferable Skills Problem Solving and Innovation 

Community-Based Experiential Learning Demonstrating “content” Behaviours 
including Literacy and Numeracy 

  
In this period of reflection and re-visioning, CAPE believes that the time is right to consolidate 
the myriad of frameworks, policy directions, curriculum ‘front matters’ and key priorities into a 
simple, explicit, universally-accessible framework that will serve all stakeholders. 
  
  
Useful Measures 
  
Ontario has made great strides in articulating a vision of authentic assessment that anticipates, 
guides and celebrates learning. 
  
Pedagogical documentation, in particular, has humanized that assessment experience for the 
child, the educator and the family.  Educators have permission to take the time to observe, 
analyze, respond, extend and challenge children’s deep learning  This process has served to 
move educators away from the “evaluation moment” and instead focuses energy on continuous 
improvement based on timely feedback. 
  
When dialoguing with our members across the province, we hear stories of primary educators 
who are experimenting with a variety of digital platforms for collecting, tagging and 
communicating evidence of learning.  However, one concern we have heard about with the 
availability of so many digital tools is the corresponding rush to capture and archive artefacts of 
all the learning that happens in a day.   This may be a result of the imperative to create threads 
of data to support the considerable quantity of Overall Expectations evident in the curriculum  
especially in grades 1,2 and 3.  But because of the time and expertise required to manage what 
can become vast, unfocused digital collections,  the pedagogical intent of the information 
collected can become lost.  



A new vision of what and how we assess is essential.  We need to create the space and time for 
true pedagogical documentation and assessment that leads to valid and reliable judgements 
about whether a child has moved forward along the learning continuum that begins in the early 
years. 
  
We are now in a time when it is possible to rethink the purpose of large scale assessments like 
EQAO.  In doing so, we can redesign and enrich them by asking children to demonstrate the 
range of competencies we hope to develop by shifting away from the achievement chart and 
towards the four frames.  The longitudinal view of a child’s growth can now be brought into 
focus through the lens of these four frames.  But more importantly, the integrative approach that 
is conveyed through the big ideas inherent in the four frames can result in more engaging, 
authentic and informative assessment objects that will encompass the skills of the current 
achievement chart and so much more - content and skills from across the curriculum in a more 
meaningful, and from a kids-eye-view, more sensible perspective. 
  
 
What Can We All Learn About Learning? 
  
Clearly articulated frames such as those presented in the Kindergarten Communication of 
Learning allow families and children to better understand and participate more fully in learning 
experiences across the years. 
  
A shift from disparate curriculum areas and adjunct learning skills to an integrated four-frame 
approach from pre-K right up through graduation will provide a more comprehensive and holistic 
year-over-year picture of the growth and development of each student in the province. 
  
When it comes time to evaluate, it is imperative to be able to show not only what has been 
learned by the child but what we’ve all learned about the child as a learner to create a more 
intelligent picture.  The time is now to create a picture of each student that is more 
comprehensive than the current MyBluePrint inventories or other discernment approaches that 
attempt to narrow and quantify the future potential of a learner through mechanical algorithms. 
 
As Ontario embarks on a process of refreshing how we support learners, there is tremendous 
opportunity to revise what and how we determine what it is that we want to know and to tell the 
community at large about the tremendous talents, potential and needs of our learners.  It is our 
collective responsibility to bring the right resources to bear on not only growth in knowledge and 
skills but also the increased well-being of our next generation of contributing citizens.  We, the 
members of the Council of Associated Primary Educators (CAPE) believe that the four frames of 
the Kindergarten Communication of Learning - Belonging and Contributing, Self Regulation and 
Well Being, Demonstrating Literacy and Numeracy Behaviours, and Problem Solving and 
Innovating – provide a strong foundation for the future! 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
The Council of Associated Primary Educators 


