
Have this slide on the screen for participants to discuss while waiting for the webinar to 
begin.   



4:00 
Shari 
Good afternoon and welcome to the 2nd in a series of 5 webinars sponsored by the 
Council of Associated Primary Educators.  These 5 webinars will enable us to delve 
more deeply into the  “hot topic” of Ecological Stewardship.  My name is Shari Sonoda 
and I am a Kindergarten educator with The Halton District School.                          
 
Sandy:  And my name is Sandy Giles. I am a member of the Early Years Team in the 
York Region D.S.B and along  with  Shari  we will be your facilitators for tonight’s 
webinar entitled Paying Attention in the Outdoors.   We are both members of the CAPE 
Executive.  



4:02 
Sandy 
CAPE,  formerly known as the Consultants/Coordinators’ Association of Primary 
Educators, was founded nearly 28 years ago at a time when most Boards of Education 
had an abundance of Consultant/Coordinator roles with divisional responsibilities.  Over 
time, the number of overall leadership positions has diminished and many leadership 
roles have moved from divisional to subject coordination responsibilities with a K-8 or 
K-12 focus.  So a provincial organization like CAPE constituted exclusively of members 
with specific district responsibilities for primary education is no longer viable.  At the 
same time significant changes have been happening in primary education and there is a 
great need for the voice of primary educators to be heard at both the regional and 
provincial levels.  So the CAPE Executive  decided to follow our junior colleagues at 
OAJE – Ontario Association of Junior Educators and we have made changes to our 
constitution that now allow full membership to all educators directly involved in primary 
education (FDK to Grade 3) with no membership fees attached.  It is our desire that 
such restructuring and re-organization will promote greater participation by a wider 
range of individuals who are committed to quality education for all children.    



4:05 
Sandy 
In each of the upcoming five webinars, we will be viewing and discussing snippets of 
video that have come from a talk given by Ann Pelo, an early years educator who has a 
passion for ecology and social justice.  Ann’s presentation was originally made to a room 
full of early years educators attending the 3rd Annual Charles Sturt University Bachelor 
of Early Childhood Studies Conference in Burlington in March 2014.   Before and after 
each video clip there will be reflective questions that will have us co-constructing 
understanding by typing in the chat pod and talking over the telephone.      



4:06 
Sandy 
To help you stay involved in  tonight’s the webinar,  you will want to take your mouse for a walk 
every now and again. This just ensures that your computer doesn’t go into hibernation mode.  



4:07 
Shari 
To help set a context for this webinar series, we would like to draw your attention to the new 
document released by the Ministry of Education that supports the continuum of learning from 
birth to age 8 called How Does Learning Happen?    How Does Learning Happen is a 
professional learning guide about learning through relationships for those working with young 
children and families.  It is intended to support pedagogy and curriculum/program development 
in early years programs.  Pedagogy is the understanding of how learning takes place while 
curriculum is the content of learning.  In early years settings, both pedagogy and curriculum are 
shaped by our views about children, the role of educators and families, and the relationships 
among them.  How Does Learning Happen is organized around four foundational conditions that 
are important for children to grow and flourish.  These foundations, or ways of being are a vision 
for all children’s future potential and a view of what they should experience each and every day 
in early years programs that are grounded in the four expectations listed in the column on the 
right side of the screen. 
 



4:08 
Shari 
In the past webinar, we were able to see direct connections between the four foundational 
conditions from How Does Learning Happen and the practices and principles that Ann 
shared in her presentation.  The focus of tonight’s webinar will be on the practice of 
“Paying Attention”  
 
 
 
   

 



4:10 
Sandy 
And just who is Ann Pelo?  For some of you, she is the author of the popular book, The 
Language of Art and for others, the author of The Goodness of Rain.    For the three to 
five year old children at the Hilltop Children�s Center in Seattle, she is one of their 
beloved early years educators and for the students at the Seattle Institute for Early 
Childhood Development, she is one of their knowledgeable instructors with a master�s 
degree in Child Development and Family Studies from Purdue University.  For those in 
attendance at the Charles Sturt session,  Ann is a gifted speaker who inspired us with 
her passion for social justice and ecological stewardship.   



4:12 
Sandy 
In the previous webinar, Ann got us thinking about our own ecological identities by 
encouraging us to describe for each other those places that we call �our heart�s home� 
or those places where we feel we are our most natural selves.  She described these as 
places that shape our identity and that love for a specific place makes possible love for 
other places allowing us to experience the earth as our home ground and leaving us 
determined to live in honourable relationship with our entire planet.�  At the end of the 
webinar,  we encouraged you to think about those children who might live in less 
naturalistic settings.  Please take a few minutes to discuss this question at your site and 
then we would invite you to bring your thinking to the rest of the group over the 
telephone 
Please feel free to share your thoughts in the chat window or by coming over the 
telephone.  The time right now is ______________.  We�ll come back together as a 
group at _________________ (5 minutes) 
.   
The time right now is_______________.  Let�s plan to begin our discussion of the 
question on the screen at __________________. 



4:22 
Shari 
As we move forward to discuss this importance of paying attention let’s help children to 
take notice of changes no matter how small. As this quote suggests the changes in light  
or the feel of the air.  



4:25  INSERT CLIP # 1 Here….17:21-21:57 
 
Shari: Ann describes the ability to pay attention as one of the essential 4 dispositions 
required to nurture an ecological identity in children. The practices she incorporated with 
Dylan as viewed during our first Webinar included; walking the land with Dylan each day 
for a year and exploring new perspectives as described through the ‘apple experience’.  
 
We are wondering what your thoughts are regarding the development of paying attention 
by exploring the practices of   
1. walking the land or 2. exploring new perspectives.  

Take a moment to explore this by considering the question on the screen and typing 
your thoughts in the chat window. The time right now is…. Let’s take about…. to discuss 
our initial  thoughts before exploring what Ann has to share with us.  
 
 
   
 



4:40 
Shari :   
We have discussed some really interesting points regarding the disposition to pay 
attention in our world.  Ann further describes paying attention as:  1…..read , 2…., 3…  
 As I reflect upon our conversations you described a number of these key points.(Pull 
back from the points in the conversation.  Perhaps she is pushing our thinking further 
with regard to… 



4:42  
Shari :  Video Clip #2 here   
Let’s hear first hand from Ann as she describes the importance of paying attention . As 
you watch the clip, please reflect upon our past conversation and  think about what is 
resonating for you?   This clip is   __2 __  minutes long.  (2200-23:54) 
 
The time right now is:  _____  Let’s come back over the telephone at:  _____ 
 
Shari to encourage people to share their thinking. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4:55 
Shari :  
Now we’d like to share a photo with you. We are wondering what comes to mind when 
you see this photograph? Take a moment to turn and talk with you group about your 
initial reactions , considering the questions on the screen.  
 
The time is …… we will return to set up the clip at….5:05 



5:05 
Shari:  Ann describes that we need to “ Look as a child looks…” This photograph is a 
close up taken as a group of kindergarten children took a closer look at the field depicted 
in the last slide.  At first glance the last slide looked somewhat cold and barren and 
perhaps  not all that inviting to explore. But the children proposed many different 
perspective as they took a closer look at this area as you can see holes in the ground in 
this field. They learned to look closer at this place and they were constantly  building 
upon each others ideas.  
 
(No sharing but move to next slide and another clip of Ann describing the practice of 
taking on new perspectives.) 



5:10 
Shari: Video Clip #3 here 
  Web had some great discussions here about…. 
In this next clip Ann adds to our thinking about the development of new perspectives. 
Take some time following this clip to share what resonates with you 
  
The current time is…. The clip is 2   minutes long. (23:57-25:02)  We will return is _____ 
minutes to share your thoughts. Please feel free to continue to share in the chat window 
as well.  
 
(Key idea…visiting a familiar place multiple times we can fall into the phrase “we got it all 
figured out.  
 
We stop expecting to be surprised, to be jolted into new ways of seeing, we become 
detached. OSee a leaf as a miracle of nature.  like you are seeing it for the first time 
Like to are looking at the face of your beloved for the final time.  
 
When the  children in my class visited the same space multiple times throughout the fall 
and into the cold winter months they were so engaged in  the 
ur challenge is to see with new eyes.) Like seeing it for the first time.  
 
 
 



5:20 Thank you for the wonderful input. At this time we would like to… 
Share a couple of activities and resources that we feel may encourage students to pay 
attention and develop new perspectives. On the screen is a resource called “Into 
Nature.” this resource was developed by the Back to Nature Network. You will see the 
web link in  blue on the right side of the screen.  This slide depicts an activity I often do 
with my students when beginning our more structured outdoor experiences keeping in 
mind the free exploration has been key to the success of these times for me.  Waking Up 
Those Senses.  
 CAUTION…When we become familiar with a place we are in danger of slipping into 
teaching more and listening less!  



5:22 
Here is another activity that we used as a guided exploration where students worked in 
pairs of group of three to get a closer look at the area we were exploring. The activity is 
call “Micro Hike.” Although these activities are writing up In a particular way I would 
encourage out to try them out and modify them to make them open ended and 
appropriate for the group you are working with at the time. Our student complete this on 
their own and then met with another hoop to hear what they discovered. As you can see 
there are a number of options to consider.  



5:24 To order a  PDF copy of the  ‘Into Nature’ resource  follow the link 
(www.back@nature.ca) on the screen and go to the “Research and Resources” button at 
the top of the home page. There you will not only discover the “Into Nature”, the ‘Ontario 
Children’s Outdoor Charter.” and the “ Ready, Set Wonder” resource for  Early Years that 
links nicely to our next Webinar topic…”Being Curious in the Outdoors.” 



5:25  
In closing Ann says there is a caution that as adults we may  becoming ‘too familiar’ and 
perhaps desensitized to the wonders held in a familiar place but for us on this very cold 
winter day a wonderful surprise occurred that sparked an investigation that carried on for 
many weeks beyond this experience. We were playing a game and I guess as the 
children were running on the top layer of ice in this field it began to awake a number of 
little creatures underneath the ground. 4,5,6 voles run up and out as the humans feet 
sounded like quakes to these little creatures.  This photo shows what one group 
captured and the picture was drawn bu one of the kindergarten students during a 
reflection time the next day. Talk about surprises and new perspectives.  Many student 
drew this event from a sie perspective but this child captured this from above putting 
themselves in this little field voles shoes.”  



Sandy 
5:26 



5:30 
Shari 
As it is now 5:30 and time to draw things to a close, I would like to thank you on behalf of 
Sandy and myself, for your participation and sharing this evening.  We hope that you will 
be able to find some moments in the upcoming days and weeks to get outside and 
reconnect with your own ecological identity.   Please watch for information in early 
February about our next webinar entitled:  Being Curuious in the Outdoors   that will 
occur on Thursday February 26th          from 4:00 – 5:30 p.m.  
Good night and stay warm! 
 


