
4:00 
Debby:  Good afternoon and welcome to the first in a series of 5 webinars sponsored by 
the Council of Associated Primary Educators.  These 5 webinars will enable us to delve 
more deeply into the  “hot topic” of Ecological Stewardship.  My name is Debby Carson 
and I am ....                           
 
Sandy:  And my name is Sandy Giles.  I am a member of the Early Years Team for the 
York Region District School Board and together with Debby, we  
will be your facilitators for tonight’s webinar entitled Nurturing An Ecological Identity.  We 
are both members of the CAPE Executive  



4:02 
Sandy 
CAPE,  formerly known as the Consultants/Coordinators’ Association of Primary 
Educators, was founded nearly 28 years ago at a time when most Boards of Education 
had an abundance of Consultant/Coordinator roles with divisional responsibilities.  Over 
time, the number of overall leadership positions has diminished and many leadership 
roles have moved from divisional to subject coordination responsibilities with a K-8 or 
K-12 focus.  So a provincial organization like CAPE constituted exclusively of members 
with specific district responsibilities for primary education is no longer viable.  At the 
same time significant changes have been happening in primary education and there is a 
great need for the voice of primary educators to be heard at both the regional and 
provincial levels.  So the CAPE Executive  decided to follow our junior colleagues at 
OAJE – Ontario Association of Junior Educators and we have made changes to our 
constitution that now allow full membership to all educators directly involved in primary 
education (FDK to Grade 3) with no membership fees attached.  It is our desire that 
such restructuring and re-organization will promote greater participation by a wider 
range of individuals who are committed to quality education for all children.   To date we 
have 215 members and we are growing daily. 



4:05 
Debby 
In each of the upcoming five webinars, we will be viewing and discussing snippets of 
video that have come from a talk given by Ann Pelo, an early years educator who has a 
passion for ecology and social justice.  Ann’s presentation was originally made to a room 
full of early years educators attending the 3rd Annual Charles Sturt University Bachelor 
of Early Childhood Studies Conference in Burlington in March 2014.   Before and after 
each video clip there will be reflective questions that will have us co-constructing 
understanding by typing in the chat pod and talking over the telephone.      



4:06 
Debby To help you stay involved in  tonight’s the webinar,  you will want to take your mouse for 
a walk every now and again. This just ensures that your computer doesn’t go into hibernation 
mode.  



4:07 
Debby:  To set a context for this webinar series, we would like to draw your attention to the new 
document released by the Ministry of Education that supports the continuum of learning from 
birth to age 8 called How Does Learning Happen?    How Does Learning Happen is a 
professional learning guide about learning through relationships for those working with young 
children and families.  It is intended to support pedagogy and curriculum/program development 
in early years programs.  Pedagogy is the understanding of how learning takes place while 
curriculum is the content of learning.  In early years settings, pedagogy and curriculum are 
shaped by views about children, the role of educators and families and the relationships among 
them.  How Does Learning Happen is organized around four foundational conditions that are 
important for children to grow and flourish.  These foundations, or ways of being are a vision for 
all children’s future potential and a view of what they should experience each and every day in 
early years programs that are grounded in the four expectations listed in the column on the right 
side of the screen. As we move forward in our learning with Ann Pelo, we will want to keep these 
four foundations in mind.  Please take a few minutes to read over these goals and expectations as 
they provide a starting point for our work together this evening.   
 



4:12 
Sandy:  So in the spirit of  the first foundation of belonging, we want to start our time 
together by sharing our initial thoughts about the words, “ecological identity.”  Please 
take a few minutes to think about this term, and then record your thoughts by typing in 
the chat window.   The time right now is_____ 
Let’s meet back in  5 minutes.  At    _______ we’ll invite some of you to share your 
thinking over the telephone. 
 
Sandy and Debby each to pick one person to share their thinking over the telephone. 



4:20 
Sandy:  To help us start to think more deeply about the concept of Ecological Identity, 
we’d like to introduce you to Ann Pelo.  Ann Pelo is a renowned early years educator 
who taught three- to five-year-old children at Hilltop Children’s Center in Seattle for 
many years. And she was also was an instructor at the Seattle Institute for Early 
Childhood Development. Ann earned a master’s degree in Child Development and 
Family Studies from Purdue University and is the author of a number of books including 
The Language of Art and most recently, The Goodness of Rain.  Ann is particularly 
interested in anti-bias and peace education, in the philosophy of the schools in Reggio 
Emilia, Italy and ecological stewardship.   
Let’s get to know more about Ann by listening to her introduce herself using an ancient 
Maori tradition. 
Watch 1st video clip – 5:25 in length 
Clip link: http://vimeo.com/111463652 
 



4:30 
Sandy:  Just like Ann just did for us, we’d like you to introduce yourself to the group by 
helping us to get to know you through the place you call your heart’s home.  For me, my 
heart’s home is the beach – I have a favourite beach in Aruba, a favourite beach in PEI 
and a favourite beach in Portland Maine.  What calls me to the beach is the quiet 
solitude of the morning but the laughter and fun with family and friends in the afternoon.   
Debby what is your heart’s home?     
 
Please share your heart’s home with us through the chat window.  The time right now is 
______.  We’ll ask a couple of you to share your special places in nature over the 
telephone starting at:  _______ 
 
Debby and Sandy to each choose one person to share their special place over the 
telephone.   
 
From the article A Pedagogy for Ecology – Ann Pelo says that “place is part of our 
identity – that place shapes our identity. “  She goes onto say that “Ecological identity 
born of a particular place, opens children to a broader connection with the earth; love for 
a specific place makes possible love for other places … and allows us to experience the 
earth as our home ground and leaves us determined to live in honorable relationship 
with our planet.” 
 
Let’s go back to hear what more Ann has to say about the importance of place  Time:  
1:47   Clip #2 



4:45 
Sandy 
Ann offers us an interesting challenge.  If it grounds us to call our places into a room,  
what are your thoughts about how can we begin to do this same thing for children? 
Let’s spend 5 minutes thinking about this question and recording our thoughts in the 
chat window.  The time right now is:  _______  Let’s meet back at:  ___ and we’ll invite 
some of you to come over the telephone. 
 
Debby and Sandy to each ask one person to come over the telephone to share their 
thinking. 
 
  



4:55 
Debby: 
 In the article, Ann goes onto to say that “Our work as teachers is to give children a 
sense of place – to invite children to braid their identities together with the place where 
they live by calling their attention to the air, the sky, the cracks in the sidewalk where the 
earth bursts out of its cement cage.”  
 Let’s hear how Ann was able to do this for Dylan, the child of a dear friend for whom she 
cared for an entire year.   As you watch the clip, please think about how encouraging 
children’s sense of place helps nurture an ecological identity.   This clip is 7 minutes 
long.  Clip #3 
 
Clip Link: http://vimeo.com/111464022 
 
 
Please spend a few minutes thinking about the story of Dylan and the apple, the 
question in green on this screen.    The time right now is:  _____  Let’s come back over 
the telephone at:  _____ 
 
Debby to encourage people to share their thinking. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



5:15 
Debby:   
Will want to relate this quote from the article with the discussion from the video clip 
 



5:16 
Debby: 
Ann offers us some insights through the 4 simple practices printed in bolded text and the 
handful of principles found below each practice.  It is these practices and principles that 
will provide the foundation for the 4 upcoming webinars.   What connections might be 
made back to the four foundations from How Does Learning Happen? 
 
 
 
   
 



5:25 
Sandy 
As we start to draw our time together to a close, we want to leave you with a couple of 
things to continue to think about.  First the question on the screen that provoked much 
conversation amongst the members of the CAPE Executive. 



5:26 
Debby   
And secondly we want to leave you with a task that inspired the members of the CAPE 
Executive to document the place where they are their most “natural selves”.  We 
encourage you to take a look at the photographs and reflections posted on  http://
padlet.com/cape/nz0qlv0h0z2  and to add your own photo and reflections to this page..  
To post to the wall, you can simply double click on the page and start typing.  Photos can 
be uploaded as separate files by clicking on the little grey upload arrow and dragging a 
picture from your computer to the box that comes up. 
We’ll try to share some of these in each of the webinars to come. 
 
Padlet link: http://padlet.com/cape/nz0qlv0h0z2 
 



Debby: 
Ask Stephanie from the LNS or Jill Snider from CAPB to provide any updates or 
information.  Talk briefly about the Frances Poleschuk Award. 



5:30 
Debby 
As it is now 5:30 and time to draw things to a close, I would like to thank you on behalf of 
Sandy and myself, for your participation and sharing this evening.  We hope that you will 
be able to find some moments in the upcoming days and weeks to get outside and 
reconnect with your own ecological identity.   Please watch for information in early 
January about our next webinar entitled:  Paying Attention in the Outdoors   that will 
occur on Thursday January 22nd          from 4:00 – 5:30 p.m.  
Good night and happy holidays! 
 


